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Youth council members listen as
elder and speaker Murray John of
Ahousaht talks about traditional
harvest.

Clayoquot
Barclay
Nitinat

Nashuk Youth Council
Prepares to Host Conference

M

embers of the Nashuk Youth Council learned
from their elders during a recent, three-day reSan Juan
treat in Tla-o-qui-aht territory. From February
17-19, the fourteen youth met at the Clayoquot Field Station to
plan an all-Nation youth conference, which they are hosting on May
27th at Maht Mahs.
During the retreat’s first day, the group met with singers Joseph
George and Marshall Thomas of Ahousaht to learn the Nuu-chahnulth song. Although the song is originally from Ahousaht, Tyee
Ha’wilth Lewis George later explained that his father gave permission to the Tribal Council to sing it. Many Nuu-chah-nulth Nations now perform the song to show solidarity with one another

The Nashuk Youth Council is an initiative of Uu-a-thluk’s
hl k’ Capacity
i
Building Program. Sponsored by the BC Healthy Living Alliance and the
BC Capacity Initiative, the council engages youthh inn activities
es related
to Nuu-chah-nulth ocean resources.
and demonstrate the enduring strength of Nuu-chah-nulth
culture.
After listening carefully, members of the youth council tried the song on their own, singing out with strong
voices. “I think I’m going to need more practice,” joked
Stan Lucas, after doing a great job of leading the group.
That evening over dinner, Ehattesaht Ha’wiih Tom
Curley talked to the council about self-discipline and the
strength of women in Nuu-chah-nulth society. He reminded them to be proud and strong when they spoke or
sang. “Don’t worry about making mistakes,” he added.
On the second day, council members went for a traditional foods walk with Gisele Martin of Tla-ook Cultural
Adventures. Martin talked about the medicinal and nutritional uses of plants along the shore and in the forest, as well
as some traditional management roles. “Everything was managed, even the rivers and the streams. People were responsible
for each stream, watching over the salmon, seeing what the
populations were from year to year.”
Later that day, everyone travelled to Ahousaht territory
harvesting. Speaker
to learn about
and elder Murray John talked about traditional
harvesting methods and teachings, including saying a prayer when hemContinued on page 4

Gisele Martin of Tla-ook Cultural
Adventures talks to youth about
some traditional uses for
marine plants.

Project Helps Communities Chart a Course for the Future

S

ince last November, Na-a-qu-as workers have been active in their communities helping create visions for a sustainable future. Nine of the fourteen workers employed by West Coast Aquatic act as Marine Planning
Coordinators to help their communities take part in coastal zone planning. The
remaining five support their Nations’ fisheries programs by working as technicians on relevant projects supported by Uu-a-thluk.
With one worker in each Nuu-chah-nulth community, the project provides
an important opportunity for Nuu-chah-nulth-aht. Individuals hired have
been selected to work closely with their elected Chief and councils, Ha’wiih,
fisheries committees, and community members to identify values, perspectives
and interests for the marine territory.
“Too often, First Nations communities are left watching while others create resource plans in their territories. The hiring of these individuals will help
ensure that each community fully participates so that future decisions and actions reflect local situations, knowledge and interests,” said Ken Watts, the
project’s coordinator.
Watts, a member of Tseshaht First Nation, sees the Na-a-qu-us Project as
being both beneficial and timely. “The marine environment is integral to Nuuchah-nulth culture, economy and way of life. With declining resources and
pending changes from the recent Nuu-chah-nulth Fishing Rights decision,
we understand the need to build skills and management plans for a sustainable
future.”
Since training is a key component of the project, workers have already
taken part in sessions on topics ranging from GIS mapping to swift water
rescue and computer training. Some have also partnered with Uu-a-thluk staff
and contractors to host community meetings that help people understand the
implications of the Nuu-chah-nulth fishing rights decision.
For workers located in and around Clayoquot Sound, research and face-toface interviews are key tools on the job. “They are interviewing people to find
out what their visions are for their ecosystems,” Watts said.
“West Coast Aquatic has also been signing protocol agreements with Nations to share information so it won’t affect future treaties or claims.” Na-aqu-us workers have been instrumental in helping to set up these agreements.
Meaning literally “where you are listening in a place”, the Na-a-quas project aims to advance coastal planning and fisheries goals on the west
coast of Vancouver Island while helping Nuu-chah-nulth people gain training and experience on-the-job. For more information, contact Ken Watts at
ken@westcoastaquatic.ca.

Na-a-qu-us workers representing
Nuu-chah-nulth Nations gather for
training and orientation.

“Too often, First Nations
communities are left watching
while others create resource
plans in their territories. The
hiring of these individuals will
help ensure that each community fully participates so that
future decisions and actions
reflect local situations, knowledge and interests.”
—Ken Watts,
Na-a-qu-us Project Coordinator

Keep Up With Uu-a-thluk

Visit
uuathluk.ca/bcsportfishingguides

for more information
on how to book your
fishing holiday with a
Nuu-chah-nulth fishing
guide.
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To receive the latest news about Uu-a-thluk activities,
meeting dates, and fisheries issues and projects, follow
Uu-a-thluk on Twitter or Facebook.
Visit www.twitter.com/uuathluk to learn more or login
to your Facebook account and search for
“Uu-a-thluk: Taking Care of.”

Nuu-chah-nulth Initiatives Updates
Nuu-chah-nulth Fishing Rights
Canada filed an appeal following the November court decision ruling that Nuu-chah-nulth
Nations have an Aboriginal right to harvest and sell all species of fish found within their
territories. Once Canada files the particulars of their appeal, the legal team representing
Nuu-chah-nulth Nations will have two months to prepare response arguments for the hearing that will be heard by the BC Court of Appeal. Despite these developments, the clock
on court-imposed negotiations continues to tick. While waiting for Canada to enter into
negotiations, Nuu-chah-nulth Nations and the Tribal Council continue work developing Nuu-chah-nulth fisheries that will benefit fishermen and communities in accordance
with the decision. To read the latest developments on Nuu-chah-nulth fishing rights, visit
www.uuathluk.ca/litigation.

Harvest Monitoring Coordination
Uu-a-thluk is pleased to welcome Errol Sam to the team as Uu-a-thluk’s
new Harvest Management Coordinator. Based out of Port Alberni, Sam
will work with Nuu-chah-nulth fishermen and Nations, Uu-a-thluk staff
and contractors, and Department of Fisheries and Oceans to develop,
improve, and coordinate harvest monitoring programs with each Nuuchah-nulth Nation. In addition to his work with Uu-a-thluk, Errol is also
a licensed Area G (WCVI) commercial salmon troller. He fishes primarily for salmon and also harvests clams. For more information contact
errol.sam@nuuchahnulth.org.

Sentinel Stocks Program
The Canada/U.S. Sentinel Stocks Committee has confirmed $276,000 in
funding for two WCVI chinook estimation projects for 2010. The first
continues mark-and-recapture work on the Burman River done by Uu-athluk staff and Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation using visual tags to estimate salmon escapement. The second will allow Uu-a-thluk biologists and
Ahousaht members to conduct similar studies on the Moyeha River. Data
from both projects will provide improved information for chinook management over the long term. If the projects are successful in 2010, Uu-a-thluk
and First Nations staff will be eligible to continue both for three more years.
For more information, contact roger.dunlop@nuuchahnulth.org.

Education, Skills, and Training

Uu-a-thluk sponsored a traditional foods exchange between members of the
Nashuk Youth Council and elders from Ahousaht, Ucluelet, and Tla-o-quiaht First Nations. (See cover story.) Youth from VAST Alternate School
and Alberni District Secondary School met with elders in preparation for an
all-Nation youth conference they are planning to host on May 27 at Maht
Mahs in Port Alberni. On February 24, Uu-a-thluk also hosted a career
fair to help Nuu-chah-nulth youth learn about ocean-based job opportunities. Over 200 people attended the daylong event. For more information
about these and other programs, contact Norine Messer at 250-735-4111 or
norinemesser@hotmail.com.
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Nashuk Youth Council Cont’d

Uu-a-thluk is...
Council of Ha’wiih
The Ha’wiih or their representatives of:
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’,
Nuchatlaht, Ehattesaht, Mowachaht/
Muchahtlaht, Hesquiaht, Ahousaht,
Tla-o-qui-aht, Ucluelet, Toquaht,
Uchucklesaht, Tseshaht, Hupacasath,
Huu-ay-aht, Ditidaht and Pacheedaht.

Joint Technical
Working Group
First Nations, Uu-a-thluk, and
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
staff working together to solve problems
and take advantage of opportunities.

Staff
Biologists, Managers, Outreach,
Capacity Development, Fundraising and
Economic Development. Conducting
the day to day work under the direction
of the Council of Ha’wiih and First
Nations.

lock trees are cut and placed in the water. “Taking a tree, even for home
use, for firewood, you’re supposed to say a prayer thanking our Creator,”
said John.
Although the herring weren’t yet spawning, youth watched Charles
Jack and Dave Sutherland sink a weighted hemlock tree and mark it
with a float. In years of herring abundance, the roe-covered tree would
normally be harvested two days to one week after setting it out. Also on
the boat were Floyd Campbell and Larry Swan of Ahousaht Fisheries.
Following the demonstration, the council met with Lewis and Cathy
George who talked about a variety of topics, including an explanation of
Lewis’ important roles as Tyee Ha’wilth of Ahousaht.
On the final day of the retreat, the youth met again with Murray
John, this time to talk about traditional protocol around hosting a gathering. Barb Touchie of Ucluelet and Levi Martin of Tla-o-qui-aht were
also special guests, sharing their knowledge about protocol, traditional
foods, and the Nuu-chah-nulth language. “When I was young, my father used to tell me, ‘Never get tired of hearing these teachings. I’m not
scolding you. I’m telling you so you will learn. That’s
,’” Martin
told the audience.
Following the discussion, the Nashuk Youth Council thanked their
guests and expressed their appreciation for the knowledge their elders
had shared. Council member Thomas Johnstone closed with an invitation to attend the spring conference. “We’re inviting you eye-to-eye,
face-to-face, just like you said,” said Johnstone. “We hope to see you
there in May.”
Below: Ha’wilth
“The whole retreat was jam-packed full
Tom Curley joins
of teachings and singing,” said Diane Galthe Nashuk Youth
lic, a Nuu-chah-nulth Education Worker who
Council in a singsupports the group through VAST Alternate
ing and drumming
School. “Each of the cultural teachers and ellesson.
ders were able to touch base on the things we
need to know to host the conference…the youth
learned a lot.”
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