Nashuk Youth Council

Prepares to Host Conference
Members

of
the Nashuk Youth
Council learned from
their elders during a
recent, three-day retreat
in Tla-o-qui-aht territory.
Between
February
17-19,
the fourteen youth met at the
Clayoquot Field Station to plan an
all-Nation youth conference, which they
expect to host this spring.
During the retreat’s first day, the group met
with singers Joseph George and Marshall Thomas
of Ahousaht to learn the Nuu-chah-nulth song.
Although the song is originally from Ahousaht, Tyee
Ha’wilth Lewis George later explained that his father gave
permission to the Tribal Council to sing it. Many Nuu-chahnulth Nations now perform the song to show solidarity
with one another and demonstrate the enduring strength
of Nuu-chah-nulth culture.
After listening carefully, members of the youth council
tried the song on their own, singing out with strong voices.
“I think I’m going to need more practice,” joked Stan Lucas,
after doing a great job of leading the group.
That evening over dinner, Ehattesaht Ha’wiih Tom Curley
talked to the council about self-discipline and the strength
of women in Nuu-chah-nulth society. He reminded them
to be proud and strong when they spoke or sang. “Don’t
worry about making mistakes,” he added.
On the second day, council members went for
a traditional foods walk with Gisele Martin of Tlaook Cultural Adventures. Martin talked about the
medicinal and nutritional uses of plants along the
shore and in the forest, as well as some traditional
management roles. “Everything was managed,
even the rivers and the streams. People were
responsible for each stream, watching over
the salmon, seeing what the populations were
from year to year.”

Later that day, everyone travelled to Ahousaht territory to
harvesting. Speaker and elder
learn about
Murray John talked about traditional harvesting methods and
teachings, including saying a prayer when hemlock trees are cut
and placed in the water. “Taking a tree, even for home use, for
firewood, you’re supposed to say a prayer thanking our Creator,”
said John.
Although the herring weren’t yet spawning, youth watched
Charles Jack and Dave Sutherland sink a weighted hemlock tree
and mark it with a float. In years of herring abundance, the roecovered tree would normally be harvested two days to one week
in the future. Also on the boat were Floyd Campbell and Larry
Swan of Ahousaht Fisheries.
Following the demonstration, the council met with Lewis and
Cathy George who talked about a variety of topics, including
an explanation of Lewis’ important roles as Tyee Ha’wilth of
Ahousaht.
On the final day of the retreat, the youth met again with
Murray John, this time to talk about traditional protocol around
hosting a gathering. Barb Touchie of Ucluelet and Levi Martin of
Tla-o-qui-aht were also special guests, sharing their knowledge
about protocol, traditional foods, and the Nuu-chah-nulth
language. “When I was young, my father used to tell me, ‘Never
get tired of hearing these teachings. I’m not scolding you. I’m
,’” Martin told the
telling you so you will learn. That’s
audience.
Following the discussion, the Nashuk Youth Council thanked
their guests and expressed their appreciation for the knowledge
their elders had shared. Council member Thomas Johnstone
closed with an invitation to attend the spring conference.
“We’re inviting you eye-to-eye, face-to-face, just like you said,”
said Johnstone. “We hope to see you there in May.”
“The whole retreat was jam-packed full of teachings and
singing,” said Diane Gallic, a Nuu-chah-nulth Education Worker
who supports the group through VAST Alternate School. “Each
of the cultural teachers and elders were able to touch base on
the things we need to know to host the conference…the youth
learned a lot.”

From left: Audience members keep the beat as Stan Lucas leads the group in the Nuu-chah-nulth song; Youth
council members listen as elder and speaker Murray John of Ahousaht talks about traditional
harvest;
Gisele Martin of Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation talks to the council about traditional uses for native plants.
Below: Returning to Tofino by boat after an afternoon spent in Ahousaht territory.
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The Nashuk Youth Council is an initiative of Uu-a-thluk’s Capacity Building Program.
Sponsored by the BC Healthy Living Alliance and the BC Capacity Initiative, the council
engages youth in activities related to Nuu-chah-nulth ocean resources.

