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Bikes pulled up from Ucluelet
Harbour during the summer clean up.

Sept. 2010

Clayoquot
Barclay

Clean-Ups Benefit the
Ocean and Communities
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ight organizations, three communities, and lots of
volunteers helped move Nuu-chah-nulth communities
towards a cleaner future last month.
Beginning in Ittatsoo on July 15, Uu-a-thluk, West Coast
Aquatic, Ucluth Fisheries, the Tofino Streamkeepers, the Ucluelet
Aquarium, and Ocean Planet Adventures came together to deliver
Ucluelet Harbour Appreciation Day. Visitors and volunteers gathered
to take part in a clam survey and later sample the area for forage
fish spawning habitat. The sampling ended in front of the Ucluelet
Aquarium, where West Coast Aquatic led a beach-clean up.
While digging, participants also learned harbour facts and

“When you look at the big picture around fisheries, here is one place where
people can make an immediate difference. Keeping the waters and shoreline
clean—it’s one small step we can all take to make things better.”
Norine Messer, Uu-a-thluk Capacity Building Coordinator

history. “Ucluelet Harbour is closed to all bivalve harvest
due to multiple sources of contamination from natural and
human activities,” said Katie Beach, Uu-a-thluk’s central
region biologist. “There have been various attempts to
clean it up, but because of ongoing concerns, people aren’t
able to eat bivalves from the harbour yet. The hope is that
people will again one day.”
While everyone was taking part in educational and
clean-up activities, divers from Ocean Planet Adventures
were gathering garbage from the water. Shopping carts,
broken bottles, car and boat batteries, and bicycles were
just a few of the treasures they unearthed.
“There was so much garbage, they didn’t have to go far,”
Beach said. “They said there were motors down there too, but
they couldn’t pick them up.”
The garbage removal continued between August 9 and
11 when members of Ahousaht First Nation and Uu-a-thluk
came together for a community harbour clean up in Ahousaht
territory that included boats abandoned above the high water
mark and shoreline garbage. More car batteries filled the
dumpsters as volunteers and campers worked to
remove harmful debris from the water. A
Continued on page 4

Why Good Catch Reporting
is Important

A

Errol Sam pictured here with Ahousaht
fish, 2010.

Uu-a-thluk fisheries intern Joseph Louie
samples food and ceremonial fish in August.

By Errol Sam, Uu-a-thluk Harvest Management Coordinator

s Nuu-chah-nulth, we have always followed principles to ensure that
our fish stocks are managed in a sustainable way. Ahousaht elder,
Roy Haiyupus, defined hishukish tsa’walk as a phrase “embodying
sacredness and respect. Nothing is isolated from other aspects of life
surrounding it.” He said the concept is the basis for “the respect of nature
that our people live with, and contributes to a value system that promotes
the need to be thrifty, not to be wasteful, and to be conscious of your actual
needs…” These values also bring respect for the oneness between humans and
the environment and respect for all life forms.
In keeping with these values, Uu-a-thluk is working with Nuu-chahnulth Nations towards better catch reporting. In order to help meet the
priority food and ceremonial needs of our Nations, and to properly manage
the lower priority recreational and commercial fisheries, it is important for
Nuu-chah-nulth Nations and fishermen to provide their harvest information
for salmon and other fish and shellfish. To account for the priority food and
ceremonial needs of Nuu-chah-nulth Nations, Nuu-chah-nulth fishermen
and Nations need to inform their Nations and/or Uu-a-thluk’s Harvest
Management Coordinator of their catch report. The First Nation catch reports
will be compiled into statistical area reports, so that the harvests of individual
fishermen and individual Nations are not reported directly to DFO.
Nuu-chah-nulth food and ceremonial needs have to be accounted for in
the management of WCVI fisheries. Good catch reporting of our food and
ceremonial fisheries is needed to manage our food and ceremonial fisheries as
a priority to the recreational and commercial fisheries.
Good catch reporting will also help ensure sustainable fish resources for
our next generations.
For more information about catch reporting, contact Errol Sam, Uu-athluk Harvest Management Coordinator: (office) 250-724-5757, (cell) 250720-5323, (email) errol.sam@nuuchahnulth.org.

Keep Up With Uu-a-thluk
Visit http://www.uuathluk.ca/
bcsportfishingguides/
index.html for more
information on how to book
your fishing holiday with
a Nuu-chah-nulth fishing
guide.
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To receive the latest news about Uu-a-thluk
activities, meeting dates, and fisheries issues
and projects, follow Uu-a-thluk on Twitter or
Facebook.
Visit www.twitter.com/uuathluk to learn
more or login to your Facebook account and
search for “Uu-a-thluk: Taking Care Of ”.

Nuu-chah-nulth Initiatives Updates
Nuu-chah-nulth Fishing Rights

While Nuu-chah-nulth Nations push DFO to negotiate rights based
fisheries as set out by the B.C. Supreme Court, Canada is pursuing
their appeal through the B.C. Court of Appeal. On June 1, 2010,
Canada filed its written arguments against the 2009 ruling recognizing
the Nuu-chah-nulth right to fish and sell fish commercially. The
legal team representing Nuu-chah-nulth Nations submitted their
written response on July 23, 2010. The B.C. Court of Appeal will
hear oral submissions from lawyers representing Canada, Nuuchah-nulth Nations, and intervenors in the appeal from December
6-10, 2010. Three parties were granted status as intervenors against
Nuu-chah-nulth rights: the government of British Columbia, the
Underwater Harvesters Association, and a partnership between the B.C. Wildlife Federation and B.C. Seafood
Alliance. For more information on the Nuu-chah-nulth Fishing Rights Decision and Canada’s appeal, please
contact Don Hall, Uu-a-thluk Program Manager (1-877-677-1131 or don.hall@nuuchahnulth.org).

Education, Skills, and Training

Uu-a-thluk and the Nashuk Youth Council hosted a youth conference on
May 27 in Port Alberni. Nuu-chah-nulth youth from across Vancouver
Island came together to learn about careers, language, sea resources,
and cultural traditions in one day of workshops and discussions. This
summer, Uu-a-thluk also sponsored a series of programs in Nuu-chahnulth communities between July and September. Five science camps
took place in partnership with the University of Victoria’s Science
Venture program. Traditional food harvesting activities also took place
in partnership with communities. For more information, contact Norine
Messer at 250-735-4111 or norinemesser@hotmail.com.

Uu-a-thluk Interns

Damon Rampanen
(above) and Joseph
Louie (right).

Uu-a-thluk is pleased to have welcomed Joseph Louie and Damon Rampanen to the team
as Uu-a-thluk interns. Tracing his roots to Ahousaht First Nation, Joseph worked as Uu-athluk’s fisheries intern before returning Vancouver Island University in the fall. Throughout
the summer, Joseph helped Uu-a-thluk biologists with a variety of projects, including
salmon assessment in the Henderson River and community events
such as the Ucluelet Harbour Appreciation Day. Joseph’s position
was funded by Service Canada’s summer student placement program
and the Living Rivers Trust First Nations Legacy Fund. Damon—
originating from Hesquiaht, Ahousaht, and Tla-o-qui-aht First
Nations—is helping Uu-a-thluk’s capacity building coordinator with
education, skills, and training projects, including community feasts
and youth summer programs. Damon’s position lasts until December
and is funded by the YMCA’s Youth Eco Internship Program.

Special thanks to the following people and organizations whose donations made this year’s extra science camp possible:
Friends of Clayoquot Sound, Eileen Floody, Rainforest Kayak Adventures, Maryjka Mychajlowycz, Katie Beach,
Kathleen Waddell, Huu-ay-aht First Nation, Douglas Ausman—Ratcliff and Company, Clee J. Roy, Mark Hobson,
Norma Dryden, Allan Fullerton, Zoe Rodocanchi, Uchucklesaht First Nation, and Grieg Seafood.
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Batteries and motor oil retrieved
from the water.

Uu-a-thluk is...
Council of Ha’wiih
The Ha’wiih or their representatives of:
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’,
Nuchatlaht, Ehattesaht, Mowachaht/
Muchahtlaht, Hesquiaht, Ahousaht,
Tla-o-qui-aht, Ucluelet, Toquaht,
Uchucklesaht, Tseshaht, Hupacasath,
Huu-ay-aht, Ditidaht and Pacheedaht.

Joint Technical
Working Group
First Nations, Uu-a-thluk, and
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
staff working together to solve problems
and take advantage of opportunities.

Cleaning up garbage on Ahousaht
waterfront in August.

Clean-Ups Benefit the Ocean
and Communities cont’d from page one
community pit-cook and salmon barbecue ended the event, along with lessons
in gathering and preparing h=aay`is^tuup (chitons).
As summer drew to a close, Uu-a-thluk partnered with Huu-ay-aht First
Nation and the Bamfield Marine Sciences Centre to lead a clean up at the
mouth of the Sugsaw River. Tom Joe of Huu-ay-aht First Nation suggested the
project and helped the partners to make it a reality. Traditional foods activities
and a celebratory feast complimented the hard work of volunteers.
“The biggest plus about these projects is that the communities came together
to make them happen,” said Uu-a-thluk capacity building coordinator, Norine
Messer. “Especially the kids, who took a lot of pride in their contribution…
When you look at the big picture around fisheries, here is one place where
people can make an immediate difference. Keeping the waters and shoreline
clean—it’s one small step we can all take to make things better.”
Special thanks to the B.C. Capacity Initiative and the Clayoquot Biosphere Trust
who provided funding towards these activities.

Staff
Biologists, managers, outreach, capacity
development, fundraising, and economic
development conducting the day to day
work under the direction of the Council
of Ha’wiih and First Nations.

nixton . fish eggs

Dialect: Ehattesaht Nuchatlaht

Uu-a-thluk Secretariat
P.O. Box 1383
Port Alberni, B.C.
V9Y 7M2

Ph: 250.724.5757
Fax: 250.724.2172
info@uuathluk.ca
www.uuathluk.ca

One boatload of garbage
removed from Grappler
Inlet near Bamfield.
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