UFN Fisheries Crabbing in
Ucluelet Harbour
Written by Katie Beach, Uu-a-thluk Central Region Biologist
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UFN Fisheries Coordinator Tad Williams
enjoys a day working in the field.
In 2005, Ucluelet First Nation (UFN)
asked the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans (DFO) to implement closures to
commercial dungeness crab fishing in
Ucluelet Harbour. UFN made this request
due to a community-wide concern
about the inability to access sufficient
crab for food, especially during
the winter months when weather
makes travel outside the harbour
difficult. Furthermore, there were
community-voiced concerns about
the sustainability of year-round
commercial and recreational
pressure on crab resources
without a full understanding
of inter-annual variations the
health of the crab population
and the fishing pressure in
the harbour. DFO and UFN
negotiated
a
six-month
winter commercial closure
(between Oct 1-March 31) in
the harbour, acknowledging
that a year-round closure
would be possible if more
information regarding UFN
catch effort and food needs
could be provided to the
Department.
To address the lack
of information about crabs
in Ucluelet Harbour, UFN
Fisheries is conducting a study
to determine the abundance,
male/female ratio, movement,
catch effort, and food needs of
membership. DFO has noted

Crabs caught during the UFN survey.

that such research would help to address some
of the factors causing the high rates of sublegal
or female crabs being discarded, which results in
the overall decline of productivity in local stocks
(Review and Reform of the Dungeness Crab
Fishery, DFO, 2007). UFN will also submit crab
samples to test for heavy metal contamination, a
component of the study funded by the Clayoquot
Biosphere Trust.
Why is this information important to collect?

Ex-commercial crabber and crew
member Dave Hurwitz sets traps as part
of the UFN crab survey.
about the metals present in crab tissue. Bodycote
Testing Group will analyze composite samples
from six sites for 33 metals (including cadmium
and mercury) to provide a seasonal indication of
potential exposure levels.
If you would like further information, please
contact Tad Williams at 250-726-2416 (ext 223)
or Katie Beach at 250-726-5229.

The information that will be obtained through the
study is important for making informed decisions
for the maintenance of a viable crab fishery within
Ucluelet Harbour. It can also be used to justify
seasonal closures and gear restrictions (that
will reduce unnecessary loss of crabs), address
allocation issues, and support the ongoing tests
into the toxicological safety of Harbour crabs.
How is the study being done?

In early June, UFN Fisheries Coordinator Tad
Williams, along with his crew Katie Beach of Uua-thluk and ex-commercial crabber Dave Hurwitz,
loaded up the fisheries boat with eight crab traps
and ventured into Ucluelet Harbour. The next
day, the crew collected the traps and measured
the crabs for size and shell hardness and noted
sex and injuries. The legal size male crabs were
then distributed as food to elders in the Itattsoo
community.
Using a methodology similar to that
of Ditidaht First Nation, Williams and his crew
will conduct regular crab monitoring in Ucluelet
Harbour twice monthly from May-October (when
crabs are most abundant), and monthly from
November through April. Three times throughout
the year, the crew will collect toxicological data
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Uu-a-thluk biologist Katie Beach
measures crabs for size and shell
hardness during a June survey of Ucluelet
Harbour.

