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Sockeye salmon pass through the waters of Barkley Sound every
summer on their way to fresh water spawning beds.
Ask anyone living in Barkley Sound what
makes their home special, and you’re sure
to hear about pristine forests, clear running
streams, and stunning vistas. Some residents
may also talk about the wild salmon
populations that our Nuu-chah-nulth
Nations in the region have long depended
upon for food, including sockeye, chinook,
coho, pink, and chum.
		
Recognizing the importance
of these resources to the people living
there, DFO chose Barkley Sound as
the place to pilot the Wild Salmon
Policy (WSP). Created to restore and
maintain healthy and diverse salmon
populations and habitats, the WSP
has six key parts. Since announcing
the policy in 2004, DFO has
worked on three of those parts
to lay the groundwork for the
policy’s implementation. Now
the department is looking to
the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal
Council, the Regional District
of Port Alberni, and the West
Coast Aquatic Management
Board (AMB) to help
implement the policy “in
reality.”
“This policy basically
gives wild salmon rights…”
said Uu-a-thluk biologist,
Jim Lane. “For the most
part, Nuu-chah-nulth harvest
wild salmon, and healthy
wild salmon populations will
mean increased access, not
only for food and ceremony,
but also for future and current
economic access.”
According to project’s
proponents, Barkley Sound is a
good place for a pilot because it
has significant

Since time immemorial, wild salmon in Barkley Sound have
been an important part of the Nuu-chah-nulth diet.

resources, First Nations interests, enhancement
facilities, commercial and recreational salmon
fisheries, a large forestry sector, and a mixed
stock fishery. It also has some integrated planning
processes for managing salmon fisheries already
in existence. For these and other reasons, project
proponents are enthusiastic about its location.
Others are cautiously optimistic. “[The
project] has the potential to really connect a lot
of the dots,” said Tseshaht First Nation fisheries
biologist, Dave Lightly, “but we also have this
overarching fear based on history that DFO
doesn’t like to give away any of the real power.
We’re not asking to take over the whole process.
We’re just asking to be involved in a collaborative
way.”
So far Lightly and others have set up an
“ad hoc” committee that has met with local people
and other stakeholders. “We’ve been planning
and trying to say ‘this is how we think it should
unfold,’ but there’s kind of a disconnect between
that and what DFO is doing. We just aren’t getting
any feedback,” he said.
Instead of DFO’s usual “top-down
approach,” he envisions a collaborative
management structure that includes all the parties
with a legitimate reason for being there: First
Nations, the Regional District, the NTC, DFO,
and the AMB.
Brad Beaith, salmon biologist for
the AMB, agrees. “In the past, [the top-down
approach] was how it worked, but we’re moving
into an area of collaborative management. DFO is
now just a stakeholder at the table.”
Because one of the AMB’s roles is to
promote healthy aquatic ecosystems and their
responsible uses on the west coast of Vancouver
Island, it will play a large role in the delivery of
the WSP pilot. Made up of representatives from
government and non-government groups, the
AMB is one example of collaborative management
at work. Says Beaith, “the resource doesn’t
just belong to people who make management
decisions. It belongs to everyone. We need to find
a way that everyone can be involved effectively
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with this project.”
To help get things rolling, the AMB is asking for
input from Nuu-chah-nulth Nations. How would
you like to receive information about the pilot?
What is the best way to consult?
Back in beautiful Barkley Sound,
residents will be watching the process with keen
interest. So will the salmon.

Raise Your Voice:

The AMB would like your answers to the
following questions:
•

How would you like to receive
information about the project (e.g. in a
report, through a visual presentation,
a community visit, or via maps)?

•

How would you like the pilot program
team to consult with your Nation (e.g.
via the Uu-a-thluk Council of Ha’wiih
or through individual meetings)?

To respond or to find out more information,
please contact Don Hall or Jim Lane at Uua-thluk (NTC) fisheries: 250-724-5757.

Barkley Sound at sunset offers inspiring
vistas for residents and tourists alike.

