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It is believed that Haida warriors used it for kneepads in their canoes and CC
transported some from Vancouver Island to Haida Gwaii.

It is very rare in Canada so it is important to protect the trees that have it CC
growing on them.

Oregon Selaginella  Selaginella oregana
p`u%up (moss or lichen)

B.C.  RED LIST
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Oregon Selaginella hangs in long, dense 
curtains from rock and the branches of 
trees, especially Bigleaf Maples. It is a 
type of spike moss and has thick stiff 
pointed leaves growing in four rows down 
the branching stems. It produces tiny 
cones at the ends of some of the stems. 

Length of stems: up to 60 cm
Length of leaf: 2 mm

Did you know?

Oregon Selaginella occurs in the Broken Group Islands and near Kyuquot.
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Lichens
Seaside Centipede Lichen  Heterodermia sitchensis
p`u%up (moss or lichen)

ENDANGERED
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The Seaside Centipede Lichen has 
tiny pale green leafy lobes that grow 
on the trunks of Sitka spruce trees. It 
occurs in very few locations. It thrives 
in semi-sheltered sites enriched with 
poop from birds that perch above it, or 
from sea lions that haul out on nearby 
rocks. 

Length: 2 cm
Width of lobes: 0.5–2 mm

Did you know?
Lichens are not the same as plants. They are a combination of fungi CC
and algae living together in one organism. The fungi provide shelter 
and the algae provide food through photosynthesis. 

This species lives in the Spruce Fringe ecosystem along some of the CC
most scenic ocean views in the world. One population has already 
been lost to a housing/resort development. 

It does not occur anywhere else in the world except a few islands in 
Barkley, Clayoquot and Kyuquot Sounds, and near Long Beach.
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Oldgrowth Specklebelly is made up of a three types of organisms: a CC
fungus, an alga and a cyanobacteria. The cyanobacteria is able to absorb 
nitrogen from the air. After it dies and falls from the tree to the forest 
floor, it decays and releases nitrogen to enrich the soil. 

It is sensitive to air pollution.CC

It will take over 100 years to reappear in a forest after it has been logged. CC

Oldgrowth Specklebelly  Pseudocyphellaria rainierensis
p`u%up (moss or lichen)

SPECIAL CONCERN
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Oldgrowth Specklebelly has greenish-
grey wrinkled leafy lobes. It has white 
spots on its underside. It grows in 
small clumps attached to the surface of 
tree bark, often over top of moss. It is 
found only in old growth forests. 

Length: 0.5–3 cm

Did you know?

Known from only a few locations, including the forest near Pachena Beach in 
Bamfield. 
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