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Vince Ambrose was seated as one of Hesquiaht’s hereditary chiefs at a 1986 memorial potlatch hosted for his late father Billy Ambrose (Wah-wiish-kamiish) who passed away in1984. “It was an important ceremonial process of letting go of my father’s spiritual being,” stated Ambrose.

Vince’s paternal grandfather was the late Leenus Ambrose, his paternal grandmother was the late Rose (nee Jones) Ambrose.

Vince has two children. His oldest daughter is Leah Ambrose, and his son, who will some day inherit Vince’s seat, is Thomas Ambrose. Thomas holds the name of his grandfather, Wah-wiish-kamiish. He received the name at a dinner hosted by Thomas’s mother as a means of protecting him from getting pulled into the spirit world following a serious accident. “Giving Thomas the new name would ensure that he stayed in this world with us,” stated Vince.

Vince recalled his childhood in Hot Springs fishing in a canoe with his father for cod, salmon, halibut and black bass. “It was a good time out with my dad,” stated Ambrose. “We went out to experience our territory.” 

He continued. “It is important to demonstrate our rights and ownership over the resources so that we can manage them for our families, our communities and our nation. Ocean resources sustain our nations on a daily basis. At the turn of the century, they completely sustained our people economically,” stated Ambrose. “People still go out and fish for their daily needs. Most rely on food fish for their winter supply, smoking fish and jarring fish.”

Vince feels that Uu-a-thluk’s Council of Ha’wiih “is a forum where Ha’wiih are more involved, more visible than at treaty and other meetings. We are here to represent our people and nations.”

